JULIAN
/I took the position in Newcastle. Start at the month's turn.

Silence. Clara steps back.

JULIAN
Clara/

CLARA
/We agreed to wait. 

JULIAN
They wouldn’t wait any longer.

CLARA
And what, I am to run the farm alone?

JULIAN
You’re to come with me. 

Beat.
CLARA
No.

JULIAN
Clara/

CLARA
/I said no

JULIAN
Will you hear me first? Just hear me.
It’s one of the biggest works in the North, down by the Tyne. Chimneys taller than church towers - it’s a sight to see. They put up houses a short walk off with gardens and shops. A whole body of folk like us, working for a better life. And wages, Clara. Real wages paid week by week. No mair waitin’ on the land to be kind. A chance to start again. It’s a new world being built Clara. We’d be right in the heart of it.

CLARA
I’ve heard other stories of the factories. Foundries burning men hollow. Skin like ash. Bodies broke before their forty.  Smoke in their lungs day and night, Monday through Sunday. It’ll kill you Julian. And the hours, I’d never see you.

JULIAN
We’d have wages enough to save. They’re talking supervisor. We’d have a townhouse /


CLARA
/ We never wanted a townhouse...

JULIAN
If a bairn were to come/

CLARA
/in a city? No where to play, locked inside all day.  A bairn/...

JULIAN
A BAIRN WOULD GO HUNGRY! If we stay, we could not feed it. 
Clara, I cannot spend another day watching you starve.

Beat.

CLARA
This is me home.

JULIAN 
It is mine an’ all. But we can’t build a future on barley that won’t grow. The farm is failing Clara. You can’t ignore it any longer. We waited. We tried. We’ve seen if the land will give and it won’t. Industry - iron and steel... it’s the way.

CLARA
You’re giving up/

JULIAN
/It’s been five winters! We’ve lost what little we had.
I am doing this for us.

CLARA
Everything we have is here!

JULIAN
Everything?? We have nowt! NOWT!

Silence. She calms.

CLARA
I see it now. To you we have nowt, but to me... this is everything. All I have ever needed - the birds, the hills, this tree...But it was never enough. 
I am not leaving Julian. You can pack your bags and move to the city all you like, but I am staying here.


